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Apart from these boyish traditions, the person with
whom Whittier's name was most persistently attached,
in the way of matrimonial predictions, was an accom-
plished and attractive person named Elizabeth Lloyd,
whom he knew intimately in Friends' Meeting, though
she afterward became, like many of the Philadelphia
Friends, an Episcopalian. She, like himself, printed
many poems, one of which gave her a sort of vicarious
celebrity, being that entitled " Milton's Prayer in Blind-
ness," which was taken by many to be a real produc-
tion of the poet. I can well remember to have heard
this theory defended by cultivated people; and the
impression so far prevailed, that it was understood to
have been reprinted in an English edition of Milton's
" Works." I remember well this lady at a later period
during her widowhood, as Mrs. Howell; she had the
remains of beauty, was dainty in her person and dress,
and was very agreeable in conversation. She was in-
variably described as having been a personal friend of
Whittier's, and was unquestionably the person men-
tioned by him in his poem called originally " An Inci-
dent among the White Mountains," but more recently
"Mountain Pictures, Monadnock from Wachusett."1
In later years, I fear, she was not quite loyal to his
memory; and was known to criticise him as rustic,
untravelled, without various experience; but she must
remain in the world's memory, if at all, like so many
Italian women in the past, as the possible retrospective
candidate for the glory of a poet's early love.

However this may be, it is deeply interesting to
trace, through Whittier's earlier and later poems, this
dawning of pure and high emotion. We find it first,
i " Works," EL 57.